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Press Release

United Students welcomes the Lyngodh Committee recommendations but is concerned with its enforcement in Delhi University.

New Delhi, 25th September 2006: Members of United Students have welcomed the Lyngdoh Committee recommendations regarding university elections but have expressed their concerns over the enforcement of these recommendations. Members of the group believe that there are already plenty of rules for university elections – the problem lies at the level of implementation of such laws. The group is also offering some suggestions as to how these recommendations can be strictly implemented to curb vandalism, muscle power and excessive flow of funds at the time of campaigning.

“We completely agree with the recommendation that no one other than bonafide students of a university participate in electioneering. This should be implemented strictly, and candidates found violating it should be disqualified and not allowed to contest elections ever again,” suggested Aditya Raj Kaul, media coordinator of the group. United Students further appreciate that a check will be maintained on the past record of candidates and those with criminal record would not be allowed to contest elections, as also that there will be an age limit for candidature.

“The use of Hand-Made posters will be a welcome change for DUSU elections. This will also keep a check on the amount of paper that is wasted and littered at the time of election,” said Aaditya Dar, United Student’s presidential candidate for the recent DUSU elections.

The group however feels that the limit of five thousand rupees for campaign expenditure would never be adhered to. They suggest that instead of imposing an across the board limit on campaign expenditure, university elections should be conducted by an autonomous Election Commission (comprising of student and teacher representatives as well as independent observers). Each university should have an EC, which would decide on the limits of poll expenditure on the basis of the size and character of the university, and which will have the power to penalize or disqualify candidates who violate the code of conduct.
	
“It should be mandatory for each candidate to declare a detailed election-related expenditure statement 48 hours before polling. The EC must then publicise this information to make the election process more transparent and accountable” said Nikhita Arora, a core team member of United Students.

The group also suggests that law and order should be maintained by an autonomous university security force, which will work at the direction of the EC during election time. “ As this force won't be under direct political control, it should be much more effective in checking poll-related violence, eve teasing and overt political interference.. It will also ensure that non-students don't get involved during election time” said Ritwik Agrawal, member of the United Students core team. 

“What we are saying is that coupling our recommendations with those of the Lyngdoh Committee, we shall be tackling the core of the problem – lack of proper implementation of rules, and make student politics more transparent and accountable.” added Aaditya Dar.

