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Press Release

United Students welcome the High Court ruling in the Priyadarshani Mattoo murder trial. The group demands death penalty for the guilty and renaming of the Chattra Marg to the Priyadarshini Mattoo Marg.

New Delhi, 19th October 2006: United Students is overjoyed with the High Court order in the Priyadarshani Mattoo trial which has finally held Santosh Kumar Singh guilty of rape and murder under sections 376 and 302 of the Indian Penal Code. According to the group, this is a landmark judgment and should set an example in our existing criminal justice system.

“United Students was one of the initiators of the Justice for Priyadarshini drive and it gives us great pleasure to see that her father’s 10 year long wait for justice has finally ended,” said Aaditya Dar, the group’s presidential candidate in this year’s DUSU polls. 

“It was an emotional moment for me. I have been flooded with mails and SMSs ever since the judgment was pronounced. Mr. C.L Mattoo has also congratulated our whole team. Our faith in the judiciary is restored,” said Aditya Raj Kaul, the man who started the whole Priyadarshani Mattoo campaign.

“We know that justice delayed is justice denied but at the same time we also know that justice better be late than never. This fight was not just for Mattoo but for all the zillion cases which never come into the limelight. We wanted to show the nation that public outcry can do wonders, all it requires is believing in oneself and coming out in the open,” added Dhruv Suri, a core member of United Students and a law Student at IP university.

United Students has submitted a proposal to the Delhi University Vice Chancellor and the Proctor to rename the “Chattra Marg” in North Campus to the “Priyadarshini Mattoo Marg” as she was a student of the law faculty, which lies on this stretch. 

“This gesture on our part would be a symbol for the generations to come. The system failed to protect her, so it should come up with something which will ensure that we never forget her” stated Ishita Tiwary of United Students. 

The group firmly believes that the Priyadarshini Mattoo case fits into the category of “rarest of the rare” and hence the guilty should be awarded the death penalty.


