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To
The Vice Chancellor
Delhi University

18 October 2006

Respected Sir,

SUBJECT: Renaming of Chattra Marg as Priyadarshini Mattoo Marg 

This is an appeal for renaming the ‘Chhatra Marg’ in the North Campus of Delhi University as ‘Priyadarshini Mattoo Marg’ in the memory of Priyadarshini Mattoo, who was a student at the Law Centre of Delhi University when she was brutally raped and murdered ten years back by one of her seniors. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, justice has been finally delivered after ten long years. On October 17th 2006, the Delhi High Court found Santosh Kumar Singh guilty of rape and murder.

	The case was reopened as a result of the intense campaign carried out by members of United Students and others involved in the Justice for Priyadarshini movement, which received widespread and enthusiastic support of prominent members of the civil society as well as the general populace. The campaigners organized a peaceful protest at India Gate on 23rd July 2006. The hard work of the members of Justice for Priyadarshini and United Students has been acknowledged by Shri C.L Mattoo, the septuagenarian father of Priyadarshini, who for ten years has been fighting a heroic battle for justice. Several Delhi University students were prominently associated with the campaign. 

	Sir, in light of the above, we the members of United Students humbly request you to give careful consideration to our request to rename the Chattra Marg to Priyadarshini Mattoo Marg. This would be befitting in many ways, most notably as a gesture of cohesion and support to the family and friends of Priyadarshini from the entire fraternity at Delhi University. 

This small but symbolic step will serve to remind future generations of students at Delhi University that students came together and took initiative in working within the framework of the system to overcome its flaws, which finally led to the deliverance of justice. It will serve as a symbol of the fact that an innocent life was lost in a most brutal and unnecessary fashion, of the tremendous waste of talent this entailed, and of the power of concerned citizenship and an enlightened media, which worked tirelessly for justice to prevail. It is our hope that this will motivate both the present and future generations of DU students to stand by what is right, to fight for justice, and believe that in spite of occasional setbacks, the truth will ultimately prevail. 

	It is sad that despite adequate warning, the police was unable to ensure adequate security for Priyadarshini, provision of which could’ve perhaps saved her life. We believe that although we were unable to save her, the least we can do is to rename the Chattra Marg in her name, to ensure that we don’t forget her either.

Yours sincerely,
Members of United Students









